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that of the people. When he laid the plan for the reli-
gions institution he contemplated to establish, he found
around him most of the elements he required for that
work. He had but to improve on what he saw existing,
and make his new order agree with the religions tenets he
innovated.

In the hope of tracing up the ties of relationship that
must have existed between the religious of the Brahmi-
nical order, and those of the Buddhist one, the writer will
begin this notice with establishing a short parallel be-
tween the former, such as they are described in the Insti-
tutes of Menoo, and the institution of the latter, such as
it is explained in the Wini, or Book of discipline. After-
wards the nature of the Buddhist order and the object its
members have in view in embracing it will be examined;
next to that, the constituent parts of that body and its
hierarchy shall receive a due share of attention. We will
describe at the same time the ceremonies observed on the
solemn occasion of admitting individuals into the religious
society, and expound briefly the rules that direct and
regulate the whole life of a professed member as long as
he remains in the brotherhood. It will not be found amiss
to inquire into the cause and nature of the great religious
influence undoubtedly possessed by the members of the
order, and examine the motives that induce the votaries
of Buddhism to show the greatest respect and give un-
feigned marks of the deepest veneration to the Talapoins
or Phongyies. This will be concluded with a short account
of the low and degraded state into which the society has
fallen in these parts, particularly in what has reference to
knowledge and information.